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1 Will make no Apology for preferring this Let- 
ter, and the Extract following, to any thing elle 
I which I could poffioly inſert. 4 
81 R, Cambridge, May 31, 
VO having been pleafed to sake Notice of 
what. — conceived in fome of 
aur Exglifh Divines, I have here pteſumed to fend 


a Specimen, which, if 1 am not roiftaken, may, 


for Acutenefs of Judgment, Ornament of Speech, 
and true Sublime, compare with any of the choice 
© Writings of the Ancient Fathers or Doctors of the 


Church, who lived neareff to the Apoſtles Times. 


The Subject it no lefs than that of God himſelf; 
and the Defign, beſides doing (ome Honour to our 
* own Nation, is to thew, by a freth Example, to 
* what à height and ſtreugth of Thought a Perfon, 
‘who appears not to be by Nature ‘endowed with 


“the ‘quickeft Parts, may arrive through a fincere 


‘and {teddy Practice of the Chriftian Religion, I 
* mean, as taught and adminiſtred in the Church of 

Which will, at the fame time, prove 
that the Force of Spiritual Aſſiſtance fs not at all 
* abated by Length af Time, or the Inigvity of Man: 
“kind; but that if Men. were not wanting to them: 


* felves, and (us our excellent Author {peaks) could © 


„but be perfwaded to conform to dur Church's 
* Roles, they might fitl live as the Primitive Chrit 
ſtians did, and come fhort of none of thoſe emi - 
‘nent Saints for Virtue aud Holineſs. The. Au- 
¢ thor from whom this Collection is made, is Bithop 
Beveridge, Vol. 2. Serin. 1. 


Philotheus. 


Tn treating upon that paſſaſze in the Book of Exo 


dus, where Mojes being ordered to lead the Children 


of Iſrael out of Egypt, he asked God what Name he 
*fhoald mention Him by to that People, in order to 
difpofe them to obey Him; and GOD 728 
An that I Am; end bad bim teli 1 Au be 
ſent me you: The admirable, Apithor thus Dif- 
courfes; C0 D having been pleaſed co. reveal 
* hinfelf to us under this. Name or Title, I Am tbat 
I Am, He thereby fuggefis iu us, that He woald 
not have us apprehend of Him, as of any perticu- 
* lar or limited Being, but as a Being in general,’ ot 
« she’ Being of all Being; who giveth Besng. co, and. 
* therefore exercifeth Authority over all things in 


‘the World He did not anfwee Meſer, Tam te © fame Almighty B-ing. 


©’ Great, the Living, the True, the Everlaiting God; 


He did nos fay, I am the Almighty Creator, Pre- 
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© ferver atid Governor of the whole World; bot 7 
Am that I Am: Intimating, that if Mofes defired 


© fuch a Name of God as might fully deſeribe His 


¢ Nature as in it ſelf, that is a thing impoſſible, there 


being no Words tu be fuund in any Language, where 


dy to expteſs the Glory of an Infinite Being, eſpeci- 
ally ſo, as that finite Creatures fnon'd be able fully to 
S coucrive it. Let, however, in theſe Words He is 
pleaſed to acquaint us what kind of Thoughts He 
© would have us entettaf of him: Informuch, that 
could we but rightly apprehend what is couched uo- 
der and ititended by them, we ſnonld dovbtlefs have 
* ashigh and true Conceptions of God as itis 5 
* for Gieatures to have ( The Aufwer given fuggel}s 
farthe Us — Nations of the maſt 
Sud. Fluſt chat he is. ewe Beg, exiſting i 
His implica id that he fab, 

I; his Exiſtencę in that he faith, ] Am; his Exiffence 
and Himſc m that he faith, I Am that IA, 
that is, Im ip and of my felf, hot receiving any 
thing from, dor depending upon any other— 
Ihe fame Erper jon ithplies that GOD is only 
© One, ſo that He is a meſt pure and fimple Being; 
for here, we fee, He admits nothing into the Ma- 
ion af Himself bbt Fart Efjence, faying, I 
An ibat I Am. that is. Bein e., without any 
Mixture or Coinpoſition. Aud therefore we mult 
not cgnceive of GOD, as made up of ſeveral 
Parts, or Facolties, or Ingredients, but only as 
Owe Who that is, and whatfoewer is in fim it 
Hell: And although we ead of feveral Proper- 
ties, attributed to him ia Scripture, es idem, 
© Goodnefi, Fuftice, c. we muſt not apprehend 
© thein.to be feveral Powers, Habits, or Qualities, 
¢ as they. are in vs; for as they are in GO D, they 
* are neither diftinguifhed from one another, nor 
* fromHis Nature, or Eſſence, in whom they ate ſuid 
to be. In whom, I fay, they are ſaid to be: For, 
to fpeak properly, they ate not i Him, but are bis 
© rery Effence, or Nature it ſelf; which acting ſeve- 
sally upon ſeveral Obdje@s, to us to ‘on 
© feveral Properties or Perfect ions in Him; whereas 
all the Difference is only in gur different Appre- 
¢ henfions of the fame thing. GOD in Himfelf is 
a nf fimple and pure Ad, and therefore catipog 
have anything in Him but what is thas sof fimpic 
aud pure AG it feif; which Seeing it bringert 


upon every Creature what: it deferves, We con- 


® ceive of it as of ſeveral Divine erfeGtions in the 
Whereas 00. 
Underſtanding is infinite as Hi vſelf, doth not sp- 
pechead Hinfelf onder the diſtinct 
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